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PREFACE. 



T H 0 UGH the name of the Hon . Mr. Bennett may 
not dignify the title page of “ Thoughts on the 
Protestant Ascendancy in Ireland/’ yet that work 
having been publicly appealed to by several of his 
friends as a proof of his literary, mental , and politi- 
cal qualifications , I hope there can be no impropriety 
in personally addressing him as the author. 

In the following sheets I have endeavoured with the 
utmost candor and verity, to counteract a very falla- 
cious charge , and unfortunately a prevalent opinion 
in the higher circles of life, that the methodists believe 
and openly preach the “ calvinistical doctrines of ex 

elusive salvation Whatever may be the opinion 

or sentiments of our worthy Christian brethren, the 
Dissenters, Independants , and Baptists on “ this 
fearful subject/’ is in no degree essential for a me - 
thodist vindicator to state. It is enough for him to 
know that in every separate religious party or church, 
there are men of great liberality, extensive utility, anc 
unexceptionable piety. 

In circumstances, entirely independant of the party 
whose sentiments I vindicate, no one can suspect me of 
sinister views ; each must freely allow, the purity of 
the intention , the rectitude of the principle, and the 
ardent love of tr uth which prompted the addi css. 

It is also presumed, the concise account of metho- 
dists, and methodism, copied verbatim from a work 
o f such eminent merit, and established ) eputation as 
the Encyclopaedia Pert iien sis, will prove generally 
satisfactory ; considering it as being either originally 
compiled, or carefully examined and approved, by the 
worthy learned editor Mr. A. Aitchison; and acknow- 
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1 edged as correct by the Methodists themselves, it must 
carry instantaneous conviction of its perfect accuracy 
and impartiality. 

1 feel some degree of confidence, and even a slender 
hope that my humble effort, will not be altogether 
fruitless, nor without its success ; several of my most 
respectable friends to whom 1 had the honour to 
read the manuscript previous to publication, having can- 
didly declared, that till then they “ always understood 
that the Methodists were Predcstinarians.” One worthy 
gentleman honestly assured me that the mistake was 
certainly general , and even cited instances where the 
Methodists had been persecuted, and injured, on that 
very account ; at the same lime, he generously offered 
his assistance and influence in correcting an error, so 
prejudicial, and so invariably received by his respec- 
table acquaintance. 

Thus encouraged, I intrude on the Public, yet can- 
not divest myself of an inward consciousness, that my 
youthful temerity may have led me on too precipi- 
tately, and that had I patiently waited in silence, 
the pen of some sage superior advocate, would ere 
long, have done more justice and credit to the cause 
and interest of that people, whose real character all 
must love and venerate. 

Leaving the result with that Good Being whose 
unworthy servant I am, 

I would be little and unknown, 

“ Lov’d and priz’d by Him alone.” 

C. II 






JL E T T E R, 

ADDRESSED TO THE 

HON. H. G. BENNETT, M. P. 



SIB , 

I' T was not till the author of “ Free Thoughts” * 
had very juftly complimented your “ Elfay on the 
proteftant afcendancy in Ireland,” as a “ work of 
abundant merit,” that I knew you had entered the 
lifts of political difcuflion, and fo nobly diftinguifhed 
yourfelf in the caufe of the perfecuted catholic. 

Full of expe&ation, and eager to perufe, I in- 
ftantly procured a copy, and read with avidity, ftate- 
ments of real fa6ls, found arguments, and candid 
obfervations, the prominent features of many a page. 
But, while I thus freely, and difintereftedly, pay a tri- 
bute fo richly due to tranfcendant merit; juftice and 
candor will allow me with equal freedom and impar- 
tiality, to delineate and correct, the injurious tendency 
of feveral paffages and fentiments, as far as they have a 
reference to a refpeFtable branch of -the proteftant 
community, nominally diffenting from the eftablifhed 
church. 

Page 42, you fay, “ If indeed the profeftion of 
(t principles of intolerance could authorife the in- 
tl fii&ion of penalties, with how much greater fe- 
“ veiity of legiflative enactment ought we to reprefs t Ire 
** diffufion of thofe Calviniftical doclrines of exclufive 
** falvation, nocv openly preached in a fociety, which 
“ by the lateft accounts exceeds 100,000,” and for 



* A pnpulur pamphlet, puhliflied during the late ele&icn at Shrewflbury. 
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your authority refer us to Myles’s Hiftory of the Me- 
thodifts, and to the minutes of the third conference, in 
which you fay “ will be found this very curious quejlion . 

ir Can an unbeliver, whatever he be, challenge any 
“ thing of God’s juftice? Ans. dbjolutely nothing but 
“ hell ; and this is a point which we cannot too much infijl on.” 

“ Now, Sir, I am entirely at a lofs how to fix your 
precife meaning to the term “ Calviniftical exclufive 
falvation,” which you ftate to be openly preached 
amongft the fociety of methodifts. 

Not daring to truft to my own knowledge im- 
plicitly, I have confulted thofe who have conftantly 
attended their le6tures for thefe laft 40 or 50 years, 
but cannot meet with any one that ever knew a preacher 
to ufe it. If you mean the Calviniftical do&rines of 
partial redemption, ele&ion and reprobation, furely in 
confulting Myles’s Hiftory, you overlooked a remark- 
able fentence on the 15th page, which fays, “ In the 
latter end of the year 1740, on account of fome dif- 
putes which had arifen, Mr. Wefley printed a fermon 
againft the Calviniftic notion of predeftination.” 

You muff alfo have entirely loft fight of another not 
a very curious , but a plain queftion (page 291) pro- 
pofed by conference in 1802, viz. Quef. “ What is the 
dire& antidote to methodifm, &c.?” Anf. “ Antinomi- 
anifm and unconditional predeftination, &c.” 

But, Sir, I cannot think fo meanly of you as to 
believe, you would with fuch a book in your hands, 
wilfully criminate and expofe yourfelf by grofs mifre- 

prefentation. No ! 1 am convinced you muft 

have trufted for.your quotation and authority, to the 
weak, invidious performance of fome ignorant, angry, 

• caviller *, who had never read either the writings of 

* “ Happily we are not guilty of the fin of methodifm, but if we were, 
we cannot fo far compliment the pamphlets which have lately appeared in op- 
pofition to that fin, as to think they would have effetted our converfion. One 
Reverend Gentleman, addrefiing his parilhioners, told them in the firft page, 
that he did not properly underftand the characters of the perfons he was about 
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the venerable YVefley, nor of his pious and learned ad- 
vocate the vicar of Madely. 

I can affure you, Sir, the methodifts have ever done, 
and do ftill openly preach the fcriptural do6trines of 
univerlal, conditional, inclufive falvation. Their len- 
timents are indeed in this refpeft lo notorious, that 
even thofe who have only read Evans’s luperficial 
** Sketch of all Denominations,” muft perceive your 
deficiency in theological information. 

With refpeft to the queftion you conceive to 
be fo much a curiofity, few readers of the writings of the 
evangelifts would fee any thing very curious in it ; but 
on the contrary would confider it as a point which can- 
not^ be too much infilled on. For, who that remembers 
and believes that important, comprehenfive, final charge 
given by the great founder ol our religion to his 
faithful apoftles and their fucceffors, “ Go ye into all 
the world, and preach the gofpel to every creature ; he 
that believeth and is baptized (hall be faved, but he 
that believeth not (hall be damned,” but mud (ay “ ab- 
folutely, an unbeliever can challenge nothing but hell 
of the Juftice of God!” 

By unbelievers the methodifts do not mean heathens 
and all thofe who never heard the golpel, nor ever had 
the divine teftitnony ottered to their credence ; but 
only fuch as having heard it faithfully preached, cou- 

to defcribe. Whether our perufal extended to the fecond page, is a fee ret we 
keep to ourfelves. Another did not fo much as know that there were diftinift 
clafles or communities of the methodilts, and he attributed to thofe of one 
diftin£tion what was true exclulively of another. What could we infer from 
this ignorance, and indeed we cannot acquit from this miftake the writer be- 
fore us, who appears to be by much the beft iniormed of any we have lately 
noticed. He fays, page 36, In the ordinary methodift focieties, the cala- 
mities of the Cal vi ni (tic doctrines are generally prevalent.” In the chapels 
where the liturgy of the church is ufed, but without epifcopal function, Cal- 
vinifm again is uiually taught,’’ but does he not know that the arminian me- 
thodilts abhor thefe doftrines, that they infift on the arminian interpretation 
of the articles of the church, as the only true and proper fenfe of them, and 
that againfl thefe very arminians the principal portion o* his realoning is 
levelled.” 

Review of 1 ' Hints for the Security of the ejiablijhed Church" in the Ljt er a r r 
Panorama, for November , 1806, a work of the firji respectability and 
MERIT. 
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tinue in obftinacy, refilling to believe it, orthofe worjl 
of inf dels, who polfeffing only a nominal faith, live in 
open violation of gofpel precepts. Now, Sir, if you 
mean this kind of exclufion from falvation, the me- 
thodifts do openly f preach it, nor do I know of any 
fe£l of chriftians who do not, for moft parties, 'however 
they may differ in non-effentials, will jointly agree in 
faying, “ That without faith it is impoffible to pleafe 
God.” “ That faith without works is void and 
that without “ Holinefs no man (hall fee the Lord.” 

Though I have read more than “ a little of the 

Hiftory of the Chriftian church, I have not difcovered 
<c the liberal ufe which its ghoft'ly Fathers have made of 
€ * this tenet of exclufive falvation,” as preached by the 
methodifts, Nor do I believe that Lord Redefdale would 
ever “ attach fach dreadful confequences to the belief 
of fuch a tenet, as to attribute to its influence the la ft 
rebellion in Ireland.” If he does, let him confult fa&s, 
for to the immortal honour of the Irifh methodifts it is 
affirmed*, that “ notwithftanding they form a body of 
more than 23,000 members, not one of them ever 
joined the rebels either from fear or inclination.” 

But, Sir, you muft mean by the “ Calviniftical doc- 
trines 01 exclufive falvation,” fentiments fcarcely ever 
publicly declared by any party, viz. that God by 
an irreverfible decree has excluded a part of mankind 
from a poflibility of being faved, while he has finally 
chofen others to certain falvation, without any reference 
to conduct or works. 

If this, be the do&rine you conceive to be 
preached by the methodifts, let me again in the name 
of the whole body honeftly affure you, that they are its 
avowed opponents. — Were you to afk them their opinion 
on this “fearful fubje6t, ’ they would immediately anfwtr. 

t heard a refpedtable Irifh mifiionary, who had vifited every part of our 
diftra&ed fitter kingdom, during her extraordinary troubles, declare it to a 
public congregation isBarton chapel, ne ar Manchefter, and many others have 
repeatedly faid the fame at different times and places. 
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That whatever an independent God decrees he mull* 
have a plea fu re in ; 

But,' “ as I live, faith the Lord, I have no pleafure 
in the death of him that dieth,” 

Confequently, we never can believe that he has de- 
creed it — 

Or they would (imply fay, <c God is no refpe6lor of 
perfons, but in every nation ; he that feareth God and 
worketh righteoufnefs (hall be accepted with him.” 

What you fay, “the independants enjoy alone,” is the 
exclufive privilege of the methodifts, they are the 
only people, and they glory in the peculiarity , who have 
opened their arms to receive into their community 
“ Scrupulous Believers,” “ and all fuch as having a 
defire to flee from the wrath to come” manifeft it by a 
reformation of life. But from all they expert and de- 
mand a fuitable conformity in dilcipline and morality 
of conduCt ; and fuch is the wife policy and pious 
purpofes of their rules, that when obferved, peace, 
order, and happinefs muft enfue. 

The popularity of your Pamphlet will of courfe 
bring it into the hands of fome poor timorous anxious 
methodift, and how will his fears be excited, when he 
learns that the highly refpe&able author is brother to 
a Peer, and a member of the Britifh fenate. — Poor 
methodifts ! he will fay, how you are but mifrepre- 
fented. Should the fituation of public affairs ever 
lead to a difcuflion of your rights, how would the 
Hon. Mr. Bennett reprefent you? — Not as the beft 
citizens of the empire, not as the real benefactors of 
their country, not as the 5 friends of humanity and of 
men, but as holding and openly pleaching doCtrines 
and fentiments, far more dangerous than popery. 

By this, Sir, I do not wifli to infinuate that you ever 
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meant to injure the methodifts by mifreprefentation, 
yet I fear you will effe&ually have done it undefignedly. 
The idea that the methodifts hold the “ fearful Cal- 
viniftical do&rines of exclufive falvation,” has already 
(hewn its baneful injurious confequences, in perfec- 
tions from miftaken opulent individuals,* and your 
publication has been admired,' and, no doubt, will 
long be read by thofe who have a (hare in the le- 
giflature of the country. 

It is from men in power that the methodifts have 
every thing to fear ,* men elevated beyond a poflibility 
of troubling themfelves in difcovering the real opinions 
of a party by a&ual inveftigation : Men who would take 
all for granted a venerable dignitary of the Church, 
or a popular controverfialift might advance -Men 
who would readily confent to the ena&ment of any 
law they might be taught to believe, was for the inter- 
eft of the eftablifhed church,- or the benefit of fome 
of her narrow-minded clergy. — There may be men who 
would do this, even to the utter ruin or unjuftifiable 
privation, of the privileges of a loyal, benevolent, 
pious, useful, numerous and respectable body of 
his Majefty’s beft fubje6ts. 

That they have e\er been honourably diftinguiihable 
for loyalty to their King, let the writings of their, 
eminent founder and father be witneffes ; let that ex- 



* A certain truly worthy perfonage of exalted rank, unfortunately labouring 
under this miftaken opinion, very lately called upon a refpedtable local 
preacher in Shrewlbury, and charged him ** never to prelume to preach again . 
•« in a neighbouring village, for it was well known that his party believed, 

** that if a man was elected or one of God’s chofen people, he might live as he 
«« pleafed, and ftill be fure of falvation.” — It is needlel's to ftate that the an- 
fwer was in direft contradi&ioii, and a pofitive difavowal of the fentiment. 
But, alas ! how hard it is to controvert miftaken zeal, or conquer invincible 
prejudice, by which the belt intentions are often milguided j the confequence 
was, a refiitlefs mandate was illued from the Manfion Houfe , and the poor 
terror-ftruck peafant* and tenantry , were compelled to give up the privilege of 
worlhipping God in their own houfes, and with that privilege their only means 
of mental improvement, for the methodifts were finally expelled from the 
neighbourhood. 
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cellent effay * written by the Rev. Mr. Fletcher, 
during the unfortunate ftruggle betwixt Great Britain, 
and her Colonies, bear its ample teftimony. 

That they are now not only loyal to the bed of 
fovereigns; but faithful, and from principle attached 
to the bed of edablifhed churches, the different refo- 
lutions of conference + which are acknowledged as the 
binding laws and public a&s of the whole body will 
fully prove. 

That they are truly benevolent and philanthropic, 
the inditution of drangers friend,' or benevolent fo- 



* Lord North was fo pleafea with Mr. Fletcher’s performance, that he fent 
to him, and defired him to ftate what he wanted. The anfwer was worthy the 
advocate of loyalty and methodifm ; “ I want but one thing, which is not in 
your lordlhip’s power to give me, and that is more grace. 

+ In 1792, when political difputes ran high in every department of the 
ftate, we find them giving thefe directions. None of us fhall either in 
writing or converfation, fpeak lightly or irreverently of the government under 
which he lives ; we are to obferve that the oracles of God command us to be 
fubjeCt to the higher powers, and that honour to the king is there connected 
with the fear of God. In the minutes of the next conference held at Leeds in 
1793, the fame fpirit of fidelity is manifefted— “ We intreat our focieties at 
large to continue as ufual in connection with the church of England ; “ We 

feel the moft unfeigned loyalty to the king, and a fincere attachment to the 
conftitution;— We reverence the government: are confcious of the many blef- 
fings we enjoy under our gracious fovereign, and are thankful to God lor them. 
In a fecond addrefs publilhed in the fame year it is faid, “ we are determined 
as a body to remain in connection with the church of England; you have known 
us long, and loved and efteemed us lone, and we believe will receive our fo- 
lemn declaration as proceeding from upright hearts, and we do allure you that 
we have no defign or defire of making our focieties feparate churches. It has 
been intimated that fome of our body are defective in loyalty, Ihew us the men 
and the proofs of their guilt, and we will inftantly cut them oft from our con- 
nection, .as unworthy of any office in the church of God, as enemies to their 
king and country ? We hold our fovereign king George in high eftimation, we 
lovo our country , and its conjiitution t and as far as chriftian minifters can go, 
confidently with their functions and the oracles of God will fupport cur king 
and country with all we are and have And the laft conterence in 1806, molt 
ftrenuoufiy enforces adherence to the following eftablilhed rules ; “ wherever 
divine fervice is performed by us in cnglandon the Lord s day in church hours, 
the officiating preacher lhall read either the prayers of the church, or our vene- 
rable father, Mr. Wefley’s abridgement of it, or at leaft the lefibns appointed 
by the calendar.” With refpeft to fmuggling they fay, « our Handing rule 
exprefsly prohibits the buying and felling unaccufiomed goods. 

How lhall we put a ftop to fmuggling? 

A. 1. Speak tenderly and frequently of it in every fociety near tne coafe. 

2. Carefully difperfe Mr. Wefley’s word to a fmnggler. 

3. Expel all thofe who will not leave it oft'. 

4. Silence every local preacher who defends it. 
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cietics, in almoft every populous or trading town in 
the kingdom— -The thoufands who have been reicued 
from premature death and the grave by their timely in- 
terference and aid* — The liberal fupport by voluntary 

# Br the laft audited accounts of the benevolent fociety in London, it ap- 
pears that from January 1804 to January 1805; no fewer than 2574 families 
had been relieved out of the fund, belides fubferiptions to difpenfaries, printing 
books for the fociety, &c. — I have extradled the following cafes from the report 
of the fame year, though 1 could have feledled cafes of even greater diftrefs, 
and where as timely aid was afforded, of which I had perfonal knowledge 
while refident in Manchefter. 

Tmt visitors of this fociefy were laft year requefted to enquire into a cafe 
of diftrefs, which was reprefented as a very affedting one They accordingly 
went, and found a young woman lying upon ftraw in a cold, damp cellar, in 
one of the worft ftreets in St. Giles's ; reduced by want and difeafe to the loweft 
ftate of human wretchednefs, without money or friends, or any one to com - 
miferate her cafe.— The other women who occupied the fame cellar, were of 
the moft abandoned and profligate defeription, and the fmell of the place fo 
offenfive, that the vifitors could fcarcely bear it; after many urgent inquiries, 
With much delicacy and many tears, fhe told them that fhe had lived 
with her parents at D in the county of , till about a year and a quar- 

ter ago, when her mother was taken ill with a violent fever which terminated 
In death j her father caught the infedtion, and foon followed his wife to the 
grave, leaving the daughter to feek out fome new means of fupport. — She de- 
termined upon honeft lervitude, and foon after got a place in a very refpedlable 
family in the neighbourhood of Bedford-fquare. After being in this fixation 
nearly twelve months, fhe was feduced from it by falfe promifes, and then 
thrown upon the town. Feeling for her fltuation, a member of the committee 
obtained her admiffion into the Lock Hofpital. At this time {he was not ex- 
peaed to live, but from the kind attention of the nurfe, and the medical help 
adminifterad, ihe is now perfedtly recovered. The fociety have good reafon 
to hope, they have not only been the means of refeuing this young woman 
from a miferable and untimely death, but likewife, under God, of her moral 
reformation, as fhe appears moft deeply to feel for her former unhappy fixa- 
tion : and dreads thofe evils which led her into fuch mifery. The fociety are 
' happy to add, that a very refpe&able family have engaged her as a fervant 

John Richardson, by trade a Haymaker, had lived in credit and reputa- 
tion, — he was found by one of the vifitors in a garret, No. 29, Water lape,Fieet- 
ftreet, his wife nearly ready to lye in, and three fmall children in the utmoft 
afBidlion.— When the vifitor firft faw them their cafe was very afflidting indeed, 
the mother all in rags, and almoft diftradted, weeping over her youngeft child, 
which was reduced to fkin and bone; and the other two children appeared li- 
- terally ftarving to death. Perhaps human wretchednefs can fcarcely be exper 
rienced in a greater degree than this poor woman felt at this moment ; having 
herfelf farted for twenty-four hours, and feeing her children dying by inches, 
fhe had ftripped off the laft gown fhe had, and fent it to the Pawn -brokers ; 
who, inftead of returning her a few pence for it as fhe expedted, fent the gown 
back faying it was worth nothing. Hope, the laft refource of the wretched, 
now left her. Her hufband, no longer able to bear the fight, went out in the 
morning, ana remained abfent fome hours; fearing to return, as he expedted 
to find his poor children dead : — but in this extremity, providence diredted one 
of the vifitors to the famifhed family with relief,— by degrees the children 
began to recover, the mother regained her ufual health, and, through the 
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contributions of numerous and well cpndu&ed Sunday 
fchools.* — The large fums they have fubfcribed for pub- 
lic or national purpofesf are each fplendid teftimonials. 

But could you follow them to the couch of the 
dying man, to the woe-covered bed of affiidfive dif- 
eafe, or to the cold, comfortlefs, forlorn habitation of 
ignorance, mifery and want, you would there fee, that 
their public benevolence is far exceeded by their pri- 

bieffing of God, the whole family are thus fnatcbed from the very gates of the 
grave. A letter has likewife been obtained for the poor woman for the London 
lying-in. hofpital,— and the family are ftill on the books of the fociety; 

** In the feledfion of objefts this fociety, makes no diftindtion on account of 
nation, fedfc or party to which the fufferer belongs; thefe are diftindtions 
they totally difregard — nor is it important for the objedt to be recommended 
by a fubfcriber or benefadtor. Distress, wherever found, is the only re- 
commendation required.” 

Many conceive that there are few people in diftrefs, but what may gain a 
timely relief by application to the officers of their refpedVive parifhes, but per- 
haps 4< the following circumftance may ferve to (hew the difficulty of obtaining 
parochial relief.— One of the committee fent his fervant to reprefent the cafe 

of a perfon in great diftrefs and afflidtion, to the overfeer of the parifli of , 

but inftead of condefcending to enquire into the particulars of the cafe, the 
overfeer (poffibly irritated with repeated applicatiQns:) knocked the mellenger 
down for his prefumption in continuing to make his requeft.” — What a pity 
that fuch iron-hearted men (hould have at their difpofal the comfort and lives 
of fo many of our poor unfortunate brethren. 

See the nature dejign, &c. of the fir anger s' friend fociety for 1805. . 

\ T , ' . * 

* In December laft no lefs than 350I. was colledled in Stockport chapel, for 
the benefit of the Sunday Schools. — In the profpedfus for a new l'chool eredting 
there, we find the following highly intererting paragraph — “ The foundations 
are already laid, and the ftrudlure is riling before you. The plan is large and 
expen/ive, and is eftimated to coft upwards of Four tb&ufand Pounds , befides 
the purchafe of the ground rent, which is very delirable, 1 o leave any debt 
upon the premlfes would materially injure the defign, which is to m.;ke an 
eftablifhment for the education of the poor, equal to the population of the 
town , free of all rent and teachers' 'wages'' In other trading towns the an- 
nual colledtions in their chapels for the fame purpofe, are feldom lefs than 
150I. and frequently double that fum ; they have alfo monthly and quarterly 
collections for their own poor, which generally amount to the fame or larger 
fums annually. 

•f Upwards of 1948I. was colledted laft year in aid of the Patriotic Fund, 
independent of the large fums which ma^y refpedtable individuals fubfcribed 
at public meetings, &c. but in many places fuch as Manchefter for indance, 
the amount coliedted was given in with the colledfions in the eftabiilhed 
churches and chapels, fo cannot be exadily ascertained. In the year 1798, 
when every one was anxious to contribute to the affiftance of government 
according to his ability by voluntary lubfcription ; in Hull alone, at the vef- 
try of the Metbodift chapel, no lefs than 940I. was almoft inftantaneoully 
fubfcribed. 
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vate philanthropy** That they are pious, the con- 
ftant perfecutions they patiently endure for righteouf- 
nefs fake are ftanding monuments. f 

That they are and have been useful ; a grateful 
Hod can teftify, for they have literally called light 
out of darknefs, order and happinefs, from confufion 
and wretchednefs. 

But to be convinced of all their unexampled zeal 
and ufefulnefs, let them lead us acrofs the Atlantic, 
to the barren and dreary fhores of Newfoundland and 
Nova Scotia. — Let us traverfe with them vaft deferts 
and fnow-covered mountains, in fearch of untutored 
natives, or almoft infidel colonifts. 

Let us go with their zealous mifiionary to his ma- 
jefty’s iflands in the weftern inhofpitable clime, — 

there behold his unwearied efforts in the inftru6lion 

\ 

and converfion of the ignorant opprelfed African, — 
notice the heaven-like effe&s of his fimple inftru&ive 
difcouifes,' — See our .fable brethen abandoning their 

* j am now intimately acquainted with feveral opulent and refpeftable me* 
thodifts in Manchefter, who anxiouflv feek for real objects of diftrefs, and 
annually fet apart a certain portion cf their income for pious and charitable 
purpofes. 

The late Mrs. Barlow of Rhodes, near Manchefter, was the common bene- 
fadtor of the neighbourhood. How often have I heard her in the fimple lan- 
guage of her heaat to fay to her maid, ** Come, Mary, get your balket, we 
mutt go and fee poor old Fanny, old John, &c. to-day, they’ll be wanting 
fomething.” 

“ Her houfe was known to all the vagrant train, 

« She chid their wand’rings but reliev’d their pain.” 

The prefent Mrs. Fletcher of Madely, perhaps never had her fuperior in 
the fame rank of lire for piety, benevolence, and real ufefulnefs, and I could 
give the illuftrious names of many other living monuments of real philan- 
thropy a'mongft the methodifts, but they will all be known, and richly “ re- 
compenfed at the refurredtion of the juft.” 

-j- So notorious is the piety of the methodifts, that If even a clergyman of 
the eftablilhed church, happens to be a little more circumfpedt in his condudt, 
or more zealous in the difeharge of his duty than the generality of his bre- 
thren, he is immediately branded with the opprobrious name of Enthufiaft or 
Methoiift, and perhaps his company avoided as an infedtious perfon or a fower 
of fchifm, yet no man commands lb much refpedl, nor can be faid to be fo 
truly valuable and ufeful, as the humble, devout, indefatigable clergyman} and 
jf there be one clafs of good men 1 love more than another, it muft be consci- 
entious, unbiafied, upright minifters of the church of England. “ Good men 
in all ages have been what the foolilh world call Metbodijh." 
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prejudices and fuperftitions — forgetting the ferocity of 
the favage — learning the nature and beneficient pur- 
pofes of the true God— believing that they have fouls 
deftined for immortality-that they are finful, accountable 
beings, and will one day be judged at the lame bar 

with their tyrannic mailers. 

While thefe truths are clearly and fully enforced, 
we ffiould find the man of God with equal ardour and 
fuccefs, pathetically pointing thofe moft unfortunate 
of men, to the exemplary fufferings and patience of the 
bleifed Jefus, and the glorious extenfive benefits of his 

million and death. , 

But if we only obfeive the beneficial effe6ls of their 
inflru6lion, in a political point of view, how exalted 
they appear ; for notwithflanding that chrillianized 
. Haves, are convinced that flavery is in no degree either 
fan6lioned, or encouraged, but is contrary to the 
fpirit of chriftianity, they become confcientioufly obe- 
dient to their unfeeling and lets, civilized holders.* 

The effe&s too are as happy to themfelves, in that hut 
where at every accullomed opportunity, drunkenefs and 
all the various fpecies of barbarous wickednels had pie- 
vailed. Now temperance, order, refignatiou, content* 



* “ Sunday evening laft, a very pathetic difeourfe was preached at the me- 
thodift chapel in this town, by the Rev. Mr. Kmgfton, when a collrftion 
was made towards defraying the expences attending fending out and maintain- 
ing Miflionaries amongft the negro (laves in the Weft Indies.-Mr. K.. eftr- 
mated the prefent number of converted Africans in the ifland of Antigua alone 
at 3500, and reorefented them as being the moft induftnous peaceable and 
obedient flaves :* as a proof he declared, that during the late infurreftions not 
one in conneftion with the people called methodilts was known to rebel - 
Having been feven vears a Miflionary himfelf, Mr. K.ngfton was enabled to 
mark the good effeas chriftianity had produced in the minds and condition of 
fuch as had embraced it. — It had converted their bed of boards into the liko- 
nefs of down ; and was a conrtant fourcc of confolation to thofe who literally 
had no other comfort in this, but the hooe of another and a better world 

Sbi envjhury Chronicle , Aov. 2» I005. 

I have very recently confulted Mr. Kingfton on the fubjea of Millions, 
and he informs me “ that the methodifts have now labouring in the Weft In- 
dies Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, Bermuda, and the Bahamas, thirty-one 
miflionatic-', who have the care of 16,358 fouls in focicty, thefe, with 
about ICO 000 more, who regularly attend their teaching and preaching, and 
muft be more or iefs reformed in principle and practice, may by their examp.e 
influence or afFcff .r> fome degree icc.cco more. 
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ment, love and peace, fweeten every bitter cup, and 
make even the hard bed of a (lave the envy of a king. 

Let us furvey the moft uncivilized parts of the 
united kingdom, and wherever the methodift milfion- 
aries have unfurled the peaceful banner of their heavenly 
Mailer, we fhall find the blelfed effe6ts of their piety 
and zeal. 

The ignorant, undomefticated peafant inhabiting the 
wilds and bogs of Ireland — The dark and lawlefs tin- 
ners of Cornwall — The brutal ferocious colliers of 
Kingfwood and Newcallle, , have each liftened to the 
perfuafive difeourfes of thefe evangelizing teachers, 
and are now happy witneffes of: their perfeverance and 
fuccefs, * many of them (much to the credit of reli- 
gion) having fince rifen from their degraded fituation 
to the height of opulence and refpe&ability, and are 
now liberally difpenfing the good they have received. 

The almoft inacceffible and rugged mountains of 
Wales, are now refounding with reiterated praifes of 
the Redeemer, while every village and every vale grate- 
fully acknowledge the heaven-born love and peace true 
religion introduces. * 

But why look we at a difiance for the blelfed effefls 
of methodifm ? Let us vifit the ruftic in his cottage, 
the enviable man who has the happinefs to be one of 
that community. Aik him the particulars of his pall 
life, he will tell us he was once a drunkard,' a fwearer, 
a mercilefs man, cruel to his wife, a tyrant to his fa- 
mily, and one of the moft abandoned miferable of 

* What wonderful vifible moral effe&s through a divine bleffing have been 
wrought by the preaching of the methodifts among the colliers of Kingfwood, 
near Briftol, and Newcaftle, the tinners in Cornwall, and many others, who 
before were the terror of all around them, are well known by all that have 
enquired into thefe matters j and have been candidly acknowledged by eminent 
perfons on folemn occafions. 

> Kingfbury's Apology for Village Preaching . 

The fame may be faid of Coalbrook Dale, Ketley, &c. where numbers of 
the hardened fons of Vuican have been melted into all the foft complacency 
and amiability of Chrhtianity, and are now fparkling ornaments, blazing 
and Jhining lights in their religious profellion. 
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wretches. But, oh ! the happy change ! he now bleffes 
the hour he firft heard a methodift preacher, or liftened 
to the wife reproof of fome neighbouring brother.— 
Let us go from houfe to houfe, wherever methodifm 
prevails ; and we fhall find parents, hufbands, wives, 
and even children, bleffing the Lord for" fome great 
change wrought in their families ; fome one, as they 
generally exprefs themfelves, has been turned from 
darknefs to light, from fin to holinefs, from mifery to 
happinefs. — Methodifm not only moralizes thecondu6l, 
but it improves the manners and condition of the poor. 
The labourer’s once negle&ed habitation, orchard, gar- 
den, and attire, change with the poifelfor and foon wear 
the appearance of neatnefs, fertility and cleanlinefs. 

Even from this fimple yet important view of clirifti- 
anity, the mind of the beholder rauft naturally be led 
to the contemplation of the divine Caufe. Oh ! Sir ! 
what ha$ proud philofophy to put into competion with 
the religion of the humble Jefus? What have the blaf- 
phemous writings of a Voltaire and his colleagues 
effected in a neighbouring kingdom ? — The black piges 
of Gallic Hiftory will record and tranfmit to an a f- 
tonifhed pofterity. — But what has the pious teaching of 
Chriftianity by a Wefley and his followers done for 
our happy Ifle? — Facts are before us, there needs no 
panegyric; and your liberal and improved mind will 
make a juft: comparifon, and draw the obvious inference, 
that methodifm fo far from being cenfurable, demands 
the countenance and fupport of every friend to his 
country and peace. 

Not only amongft the poor and illiterate, does the 
influence of genuine chriftianity as taught by the me- 
thodifts fo confpicuoufly difplay itfelf ; but even in the 
fplendid refidence of the opulently wealthy, once the 
fcene of noify mirth, unhallowed gaiety and pleafure, 
now becomes a hofpital for the fick, or a ian&uary 
for the friendlefs and forlorn. 
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Afk any of thofe once gay votaries of pleafure, 
what proportion there is between their former and 
prefent enjoyments, and they will tell you, an infinite 
difproportion. The pleafures we once fo deludedly, 
fondly, and inceffantly purfued, were full of mortifi- 
cations, difappointments and painful after-refie&ions ; 
but the delights we now experience,* are iubje£l to no 
alloy, for while we relieve the difirelfed, or inftru& the 
ignorant, we do the work of the deity and partake of 
his happinefs. 

Let us attend with the methodills to their religious 
aflemblies; fee their humble devotion and fraternal 
affection ; at parting, obferve the man of fortune i grafps 
the hand of his (poor perhaps) dependant brother, with 
all the ecftacy of fincere friendlhip and real regard. 

But oh ! Sir, could you fee a methodift in the laft 

* Briftol, April 15th, 1804, died Mrs. Roberts, wife of Thomas Roberts, 
Efq. and daughter of the lace Wm. Randolph, Efq. of this city, a lady in 
whom every amiable quality was fupported by real piety and found undemand- 
ing, fincerely beloved in life, and mod deeply regretted in death.” Such was the 
brief account furnifhed by the provi»ci*l papers. Her former affeftion for the 
pleafures and vanities of this world ; her after-difcovery of their deceit, and the 
tupe r ior gratifications afforded by true religion, will be fully exemplified hy 
two ftiort excrafts from her Letters. — In one, dated Nov. 12th, 1793, Ihe 
fays, “ Soon after the London c onference we removed to Briftol, and my mo- 
ther attended Guinea-ftreet chapel, I piqued myfelf on being free from preju- 
dice, faying, a fermon was to my mother what a play or ball was to us; it foothed 
hercare, and diverted her attention. Indeed I was often daggered at the comfort 
fhe received, and faid, if I could feel as much as /he did from hearing, I 
would go too.” In another Letter to the fame perfon Ihe afterwards writes — 
t* There is a bleffed reality in religion, even in the tafte I have of it, that 
thofe attached to the moft refined pleafures of the world with every thing that 
affluent elegance can beftrw, can never conceive-— this I can teftify.”— Her 
benevolence and charity, like the other traits of her charafter, did not court 
the light, (he did not found a trumpet. But, as before her marriage, fhe de- 
voted the whole of her income to God, fo afterwards her heart was only 
bounded by her ability 

Vide Methodift Magazine for January 1807. 

Dr. Difney Alexander, an eminent phvfician, now living, was once not 
only ftrongly atrached to the vanities of the world, but a confirmed infidel. 
In this ftate of mind he continued feveral years, glorying in his fuperior dif- 
cernment, his final conqueft over all religious prejudice, and his freedom 
from the /hackles of the gofpel. - 

Necker on the Importance of Religious Opinions and Paley’s Evidences of 
Chrift anitv, were m3cle inftrurnental in his conversion, and he is now a zeal- 
ous nappy chriftian and methodift, gratuicoufly preaching the gofpel, and 
p-taferibing for the infirmities of the poor. 
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triumph of faith, — could you witnefs the concluding 
fcene of a good man’s life, * — how defpicable the 
pageantry of a court, the fplendour of nobility, the 
Statefman’s popularity, or the blood-ftained laurels of 
the hero would appear : when in full enjoyment of all 
his faculties, with meek fubmiffion to the fummons of 
the king of kings, the chriftian refigns bis family, his 
friends, his all , praying, rejoicing and Tinging, he dies 
the triumphant conqueror of this world, its affe&ions 
and propenfities, — enters the heavenly city amidft the 
reiterated plaudits and acclamations of its glorious in- 
habitants ! If fuch be the inimitable effe&s o,f the 

do&rines and principles of the methodifts, let them be 
either calvinistical, diabolical , or angelical, they mu ft be 
admirable . — But their fyrtem is neither angelical, diibo- 
lical, nor calviniftical, but truly evangelical, the ge- 
nuine tenets of the eftablifhed church, founded on 
the fcriptures of truth- 

No terrible foul-chilling anathemas, no obfcure, 
irrational dogmas, ever difgracc the pages of their wri- 
ters, nor the pulpits of their preachers; but with true 
gofpel, fimplicity, they invariably teach “ Repen- 
tance towards God, faith in our Lord Jelus Chrift, in- 
ward and outward holinefs” as the grand duty of man ; 
while pardon, peace, and eternal felicity, are repre- 
fented as the certain relult and free gift of the God of 

grace. In fa6t, they are like ancient and holy 

Paul, determined to know nothing, to preach nothing, 
but “ Chrift and him crucified.” — The meffiah’s glo- 
rious proclamation in Beattie’s admirable poem on the 
excellence of chriftianity, contains nearly the fubftance 
®f all their public difeourfes. 

— u Hear my favour’d people hear! 

Repent, for heaven’s eternal reign is near ; 

* See thoufands of happy inftances recorded in the Methodift Magazine 
fwce its firfl: publication. 
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Come ye, whom long laborious care employs* 

Whom doubts alarm, whom fervitude annoys} 

Come bear try burden, to my yoke agree, 

Ye weak, ye heavy laden, come to me, 

My yoke is eafy, and my burden light ; 

Hope c hears my fervant, endlefs joys requite. 

Comfort I bring, and mercy unconfin’d, 

And peace on earth, and good will to mankind; 

My law no more in thunders I proclaim, 

Thron’d in thick darknefs and tempeftuous flame. 

Rich offerings* no longer I require 
Or glittering altars crown’d with coftly fire ; 

I alk, and what I afk my words impart* 

Repentance, faith, and purity of heart. 

Come then my people, liflen and believe. 

Seek ye (hall find me, afk you fhall receive; 

Come for the joys of heaven on earth I fend, 

Come to your Lord, your Saviour, and your friend.” 



That they are numerous* and respectable, the 
crowds of the genteel and middling ranks as well as 
thofe in the humbler walk of life, who regularly attend 
their places of public worfhip in fuch cities and towns 
as London, Biiftol, Manchefter, Liverpool, Sheffield, 
Nottingham, &c. are a mafs of public evidence. 



* The minutes of the laft Conference, held at Leeds in Auguft, 1806, re- 
prefent their numbers in Society to be as follows: 

In Great Britain — — 110,803 



in Ireland • — — - — 

Gibraltar _ — — 

Nova Scotia, New Brunfwick, and Newfoundland 

Well India whites 

Coloured people, &c. 

United States — whites 95628 \ 

Coloured people, &c. 24316 J 



2 3>773 

40 

1418 

14,940 
1 1 ,9’94S. 



Total 27 °» 9 t 9 

Of thefe upwards of 109,000 are found in England and Wales, to which 
we may add 109,000 more, who are thorough Methodifts in fendment, equally 
as upright in their conduit, and as conftant at their places of worlhip, but 
from fome modeft motive or other, have not as yet ventured to have their 
names enrolled on the clafs papers. 

To thefe we may further add, the younger branches of families, and thofe 
who are only generally influenced by their doitrines, fond of their preaching, 
and confiderably reformed in life, making about 218,000 more, forming in the 
whole, nearly half a million of fouls, or one twentieth part of the population 
<sf the kingdom and principality. 
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Thus Sir, I have humbly endeavoured in as brief a 
manner as poflible, to fhew you what the methodifts 
do not , and what they do preach , and have pointed 
out the general confequences of their preaching, their 
numbers and claim to refpe&ability. Not that every 
one who profefles to be of their communion, is a faint 
or holy perfon —No, there was a Judas in the firft, 
and there have been deceivers like him in every fub- 
fequent chriftian church ; even fome have been ex- 
pelled from the methodifts : yet this does not detraft 
from their real charafler as a body of upright chriftians, 
and I am bold to affirm, that their genuine piety is 
equal, if not fuperior, to that of any other fe6l 

or party whatever. -But, for a more particular, 

yet concife defcriptiou of thefe commonly perfecuted 
people, I would refer you to the Encyclopedia Pcrthenjis 9 
a Work of fuch approved candour and merit, as cannot 
be fufpe&ed either of partiality or injuftice. 

Should my feeble attempt, Sir, to raife the me- 
thodifts in your eftimation be crowned with the de- 
fired fuccefs, — I am happy. — On the contrary, if my 
anxious effort prove altogether fruitlefs and abortive, 
let it be afcribed to the ignorance and incompetency of 
the advocate, and not to the weaknefs or demerit of 
the caufe. 

While I acknowledge the almoft unwarrantable liberty 
I have taken in addrefling a Member of the Britifh 
Senate with fuch plainnefs of fpeech, like the honejl apo- 
logijl of Qpakerifm , 1 Would have even my king to be 
acquainted with the principles and fentiments of the 
party I vindicate* 

Though fbme may conceive you have injured by 
ignorantly Ini frepre fen ting a liberal, candid, body of 
chriftians, they do not on that account think you an 
improper Reprefentative in Parliament — With myfelf 
they admire your political principles in general, and have 
no doubt but that experience will greatly improve them* 

D 
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The fuavity of your manners, the modefty and in- 
genuoufnefs of fome of your late public appeals and 
harangues, have left with many here , the mod flatter- 
ing opinion of your future celebrity and condu£t. 
And I am allured, Sir, by fome of your refpe&able, 
intelligent, friends, that they are anxioufly looking 
forward to the day, when thorough t inveftigation lhall 
have difcovered to you, the principles and claims of 
every confiderable religious party under, the Britifh go- 
vernment.— When mature deliberation (hall have formed 
your judgement, and ftript your mind of every degree 
of prejudice, — when your “ {kill in the laws and inti- 
mate acquaintance with the do6trines of. political eco- 
nomy, lhall be unqueftionably confirmed by pra6tice 
and experience — when your truly patriotic zeal (hall be 
fully identified by doing real good to your country, 
and when by an immoveable attachment to the prin- 
ciples of re&itude and juftice, you fhall have 
proved yourfelf to be, the unbiajfed champion of the 
Britifh Conftitution. 

I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

With profound Refpeft, 

Your humble obedient Servant, 

C. HULBERT. 

Shrewsbury, 

January 16, 1807. 
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While the preceding Strictures were in the 
Prefs, it appeared to the Author as only juft and 
honourable to fignify his intention to Mr. Bennett, 
and to give him an outline of the meditated Ad- 
drefs. — Before the laft fheet was printed off, the 

following gentlemanly Anfwer was received: 

% 1 

London, Jan. 24, lio-j. 

I vvifh to lofe no time in affuring you, that I (hall 
ever feel raofl obliged to any one, who will enable me to con. 
tradid any afperfion, which I may have been fuppolcd to direct 
againft fo refpedable and numerous a body of men, as that part 
of our eftablifhed church called Method ids. — From the candor 
and fairncfs of your Letter, I am fatislied I (hall meet with the 
fame in your Pamphlet, and I (h ill conlider myfelt under a great 
obligation, if you will give orders to your printer, to forward 
fome copies to me as foon as it is printed. — The fentence of which 
you complain, was founded upon what appeared to me, to be a 
fpeciesof Creed, which I found in the work entitled “ Myles’s 
Hidory of the Methodids,” and as my object was to (hew, that 
fimple religious belief, cannot be a fit matter for civil or poli- 
tical difqualification, I thought 1 could not illudrate the pofition 
clearer, than to demand, “ if tenets of intolerance” be cited as 
an excufe for political difqualification, you have an example 
in your own church, which can (hew you,— not the propriety of 
the belief, not that a fellowftrip in the fentiment, can ever juftify 
its being held at all,— but that the holders of it here , are not con r 
fidered as fit objeds for civil, or political difqualification. 

If I have wrong dated the cafe I have to apologize for it, and 
if T was ever to reprint mv Pamphlet, I fhould not hefitateuppn 
conwittion that I was wrong, to acknowledge my error. 

The objed of my vmting at all was to plead the caufe of to- 
leration, and I diould not widi to difprove my title (as a friend 
to it in its mod enlarged interpretation) by making an unfounded 
charge of intolerauce againft fo refpedable a body of men. — 
You are at liberty. Sir, to make w hat ufe you chufe of this 
Letter, and 

I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your faithfpl obedient Servant, 

H. G. BENNETT. 
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Origin , History, Doctrines, and Opinions 



METHODISES , 

FROM THE 

ENCYCLOPEDIA PERTHENSIS. 
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Methodists, the name given to the followers of the 
late Rev. John Wesley, who laid the foundation of 
this numerous fociety, and by whofe unremitted vigi- 
lance and unexampled labours it has attained to its 
prefent confequence in the world. In Nov. i 729, he 
being then a fellow of Lincoln college, Oxford, Mr. 
Morgan commoner of Chrift’s Church, Mr. Charles 
Wefley fludent, and Mr. Kirkham of Merton College, 
fet apart fome evenings for reading the original fcrip- 
' tures, and prayer. Some time alter- they were joined 
by Mr. Ingham of Queen’s college, Mr. Broughton of 
Exeter, and Mr. James Hervey, and in 1 735 by the 
celebrated Mr. George Whitefield. They began 
now to move in a more public fphere, appropriating a 
part of their time for in(liu£ting the prifoners, and 
vifiting the Pick. They alfo inftituted a fund for the 
relief of the poor ; and in order to accomplifh their 
benevolent defign, Mr. John Wefley not oniy abridged 
himfelf of all fnperfluities, but even of many of the 
neceffaries of life. Their holy deportment foon attraaed 
the attention of the College Cenfors * and ftudents, 
who difcountenanced their proceedings, branded them 
with many opprobrious epithets, denominated them 
Sacrament arians, or the Godly Club, and afteiwards Me- 
thodists j which name was lirft given them by a fellow 
of Merton College, in allufion to a certain college of 

phyficians who - flourifhed at Rome about the iCign of 

3 ' - 
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Nero, and were remarka'ble for putting their patients 
under regimen, for which they were termed Methodijla. 

In 1735, Mr. John Wefley failed along with his 
brother Charles, Mr. Ingham, and Mr. Delamotte, for 
Georgia, in order to preach the gofpel to the Indians. 
The piety and devotion, which they manifefled during 
the voyage, was highly commendable, and luch as be- 
fpoke their minds imprelfed with a due fenfe of their 
important undertaking ; but failing in their grand de- 
fign, and fome other difagreeable qrcumflances arifing, 
Mr. John Wefley returned to England, after having 
been abfent near two years, and was fucce^ded by his 
valuable friend, the Rev. George W r hitfiefd, a man 
every way qualified to pleafe and profit his hearers. He 
arrived at Savannah on the 7th of May 1738, and 
was received by Mr. Delamotte, and many of Mr. 
Wefley’s hearers. During his abode there he laboured 
much, and had the honour tp be ufeful in his Lord’s 
vineyard. He returned to England in the clofe of the 
fame year for the purpofe of receiving prieft’s orders. 

On his ^return to America in I739»he landed at Phi- 
ladelphia, and immediately began his fpiritual labours, 
which he continued as he paffed through the colonies 
of Virginia, Maryland, North and South Carolina ; 
being attended by ponfiderable audiences. Upon his 
arrival at Savannah, he found the colony almoft de- 
ferted, which moved him to carry his fcheme of build- 
ing an Orphan Houfe into effe&, which he had the hap- 
pinefs to fee completed through his exertions and the 
liberal donations of his friends. Upon his third vifit 
to to the Weftern Continent he took a voyage to the 
Bermudas IJlands, where his miniftry was fuccelsfully at- 
tended, and fome contributions made for the Orphan 
Houfe at Savannah. Upon his fixth vifit to Georgia, 
he received the thanks of the governor and principal 
people for the confiderable benefit he had done to that 
colony ; a circumftance which tends gteatly to wipe off 
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thofe reproaches which had been fo induflrioufly pro*, 
pagated refpe&ing his avarice. In 1769 he made his 
7th and laft voyage to America ; but notwithflanding 
his labours were fo extenfive, yet he formed no feparate 
focieties of any note upon that continent. On his 
different returns to Britain he vifited Scotland and Ire- 
land, where he laboured with his ufual zeal and popu- 
larity, but formed no feparate congregations. Thofe 
which he formed in England are not of confiderable 
note, except in London; where there are fome nume- 
rous and refpe6lable congregations, whofe condu6l is a 
credit to their worthy founder. It muft be acknow- 
ledged, that had Mr. Whitfield more fully adopted 
Mr. Wefley’s plan with refpe6t to itinerants, his piety 
and abilities were fuch as could not have failed to 
place him at the head of a numerous body ; whereas, 
by reafon of his own journeyir.gs, and the want of 
proper afliftants, thofe whom he gathered were in ge- 
neral foon fcattered abroad, fo ihat the Whitefield 
Methodifts bear a very fmall proportion to thofe under 
the care of Mr. Wefley ; the Rise, Doctrine, Dis- 
cipline, Progress, and Present State of whom are 
as follows ; 

I. Upon Mr. Wefley’s return to England he was 
invited to preach in feveral churches, but the concourfe 
of people who followed him was fo great, that the 
churches in general were foon fhut againft him. — 
However his labours were not in vain ,* the minds of 
many were religioufly impreffed ; and about 50 perfons 
agreed to meet together for free converfation, to begpi 
and end with finging aud prayer. Thefe he left upo n 
the 13th June 173 8, on a vifit to the Moravian Bre- 
thren in Germany, from whence he returned upon the 
7 6th Sept. It was yet his defire and defign to preach in 
the eftablifhed church, as he ever entertained a fincere 
regard for it, but for the caufe above afligned he was 
not permitted. He therefore preached in Newgate , in 
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lome diffenting chapels in London, and in different 
places in the country where he could obtain adiniffion. 

He alfo vifited Oxford and Briftol, and had the 
happinefs to fee his labours bleffed. 

It was at this early period of Methodism, when moft 
of his valuable friends forfook him, among whom was 
that juftly celebrated character before mentioned, the 
late Rev, George Whitefield, who during this time had 
been chiefly employed in America, where he imbibed 
certain do6trines contrary to thofe taught by Mr. Wef- 
ley. Upon his return to England, in 1741, a tem- 
porary reparation took place between them, although 
Mr. Wefley ufed every poflible means to prevent it. 

Not long after this William Cudworth & James Relly 
feparated from Mr. Whitefield. Thefe two gentlemen 
were Antinomians, avowed enemies to the Law of God, 
and termed all who preached it Legalijls, With them 
preaching the Law was an abomination. .They would 
preach Chrijl as they termed it, though they neither in* 
forced holinefs nor good works., Thefe were ftill deno- 
minated Methodifts, though differing fo widely from 
them, both in principle and pra&ice. - But though Mr. 
Whitefield and Mr. Wefley differed in fentiment, they 
lived and died united in heart; for Mr. Whitefield, in 
his will, written by his own hand, inferts as follows : 
11 I leave a mouring ring to my honoured and dear 
friends, and difinterefted fellow labourers, the Rev. 
Meffrs. John and Charles Wefley, in token of my in- 
diffoluble union with them in heart and Chriftian af- 
fe£lion, and notwithftanding our difference in judgment 
about fome particular points of doftrine.” We next 
proceed to ftate, 

II. The Doctrine taught by Mr. Wefley apd his 
followers, iff, They teach, that man is fallen ; afferting, 
that when he came forth out of the hands of" his 
Maker, he was pure, and that through his difobedience 
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to the divine command he loft his original re&itude# 
and fubje&ed his body to pain and death : Sin 

“ Brought death into the world and all our woes 
depraved all the faculties of the mind, and fubje&ed 
the foul to endlefs mifery. 2d. Rejloration by fifus 
Chrijl; maintaining that his obedience , Sufferings , and 
death , were efficacious to atone for the great offence, for 
** as by the offence of one, fctc.” Rom. vi. iS. They 
alfo ftrongly affert, that the merits of Chrift are not 
confined to any particular ele& number, but general, 
he being the propitiation for the fins of the world# 

3dly, The nature and neceffty of repentance • 4^^y» 

purification by faith; they renounce all works from having 
any part in a finner’s juftification, afferting that a man 
is juftified by faith without the deeds of the law, but 
maintain that they will neceffarily follow . Their zeal 

for good works , as the fruits of faith, has led many to 
denominate them Legali/ls . 5thly, Sanctification or Chrif- 
tian perfection ; proving that upon the exercife of jufti* 
fying faith the work of fan&ification is begun, and that 
if the believer faithfully ufes the grace received, he will 
make fenfible advances towards holinefs, even till he 
arrive at a ftate of purity in this life, or meetnefs for the 
heavenly inheritance# Some miftaken' perfons charge 
the Methodifts with holding abfolute perfe&ion at- 
tainable, whereas they neither believe abfolute, angelical, 
nor even paradifaical perfection, attainable in this life ; 
only fuch a perfeftion as our ftate admits of ; viz# that 
grace infufed into the foul at juftification being brought 
into maturity, or loving God with the whole heart, 
which is in Scripture often called being perfeft. 6thly, 
The falvation of all infants dying in nonage • 7thly,TheTri- 

nity of the Godhead with the equality of the perfons. 

Having thus dated their Do&rine, we proceed to 
confider. 

III. Their Discipline. It would exceed our limits 
to tranfcribe every rule or law which exids for the go- 
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vernment of fo large a body, we fhall therefore only 
mention a few of the mofl general. 

1. Every fociety is divided into claffes confiding of 
about 12 or 14 perfons, one of which (who is judged 
the befl; qualified) is appointed the leader. It is his 
bufinefs, 1. To fee each perfon in his clafs once a 
week ; to inquire how their fouls profper ; to advife, 
reprove, comfort, or exhort, as occafion may require ; 
and to receive what they are willing to give towards the 
relief of the poor. 2d. To meet the miniders and 
dewards of the fociety; to inform them of any who 
are fick, or walk diforderly ; and to pay to the dewards 
what he has received from his clafs the week pre- 
ceding. 

2. It is required that all who are received or continue 

members of the fociety (hould evidence their defire of 
falvation, 1. By refraining from open fin, public 
amufements, &c. 2d. By doing all the good -in their 

power by a6ts of mercy and benevolence to others ; 
and, 3. By attending diligently to the ordinances of 
God; 

3. Every approved member receives a ticket, having 
a portion of Scripture and a large letter printed upon 
it, which will procure his admiffion to any fociety, 
either at home or abroad. Its chief life is to procure 
admiffion fo the love feast, a’ meeting held once 
every quarter, at which mod of the members from the 
different focieties in the circuit atterid, and to which 
none but the members are admitted. This meeting is 
opened by the fuperintendant of the circuit with ting- 
ing and prayer, after which a fmali quantity of bread 
and water are didributed among them ; which after 
they have taken as a token of affection to each other, 
they are at liberty to fpeak if they find themfelves dil- 
pofed, refpe&ing the providences of God towards 
them, or the operations of his grace upon their minds, 
©bferving due order and regularity — but to prevent im- 
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pofition, thefe tickets are renewed every three months, 
when each member contributes according to the free- 
dom of his own mind, for the fupport of the caufe 
in general. 

4. Their Ministers are not all educated from their 
youth for that office, as is the cafe in the national 
churches : but firft: enter private members of fociety. 
If they walk agreeably to their profeffion, and are 
thought by the leading men in office to poifefs gifts 
for public ufefulnefs, they are permitted to pray pub- 
licly in the clafs to which they belong ; afterwards in 
the public prayer meetings, and to give an exhortation 
if occafion require. In cafe their labours be thus far 
approved, they receive a plan, and are admitted into 
the body of local preachers, in which they in general 
remain for fome years, before they are received on trial 
as Itinerants ; in which they continue 4 years; at the 
expiration of which, if approved, they are received -into 
the body of itinerants. 

5. The whole body of Members is divided into 
different circuits, and 2, 3, 4, ,or more Minifters are 
appointed to each, proportioned to its extent ; one of 
whom has the fuperintendency# As no minifter is 
bound to flay more than one year in a circuit, or al- 
lowed to continue longer than three, a change takes 
place every year which is almoft general ; and a con- 
ference of the minifters is held once a«year. The 
cities and towns in which thefe meetings are held, in 
regular rotation, are London, Leeds, Bristol, and 
Ma nciiester. 

Having in ftating the Rise of Methodifm traced 
Mr. Wefley to the dawn of the period from which he 
became firft the contempt, and afterwards the wonder 
of many in thefe kingdoms, we proceed to confider 

IV. The Progress of Methodism: 

I. In England, Mr. Wefley, being excluded the 
churches, and having no places for the accommodation 
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«1 his numerous audiences, was at laft moved to imi- 
tate the example which his Lord, had fet before him, 
by preaching in the ftreets, lanes, and fields : 

“ They hood, and under open air ador’d 
«« The God, who made both air, earth, heaven, 
and iky.” 

The focieties being much increafed in London, Briflol, 
and other places, and having in vain l'olicited affiftance 
from the eftabliihed clergy, he was induced to choofe 
out among themfelves thofe whom he judged the beft 
qualified to inftruct the reft. Thus were Lay Preachers 
introduced. Having now teachers after his own heart, 
they enlarged the fphere of action, and foon formed 
focieties in the counties of York, Wilts, Gloucefter, 
Leicefter, Warwick, Lincoln, Nottingham, &c. But as 
it was in the beginning of Chiiftianity fo it was now, 
they were every where lpoken againft, and in many 
places perfecuted without any mixture of mercy, or 
diftin&ion of fex or circumftances — many of the mem- 
bers having their houfes belet, their bodies maimed, 
and their property deftroyed ,* fome of their minifters 
impreffed and fent off for foldiers, to the difgrace of 
magiftracy, and of many of the clergy of the eftabliihed 
church, who were often the chief itiftigators of the 
mob. It inuft be confeffed, however, that the -im- 
prudence of fome of the members contributed much to 
the cenfure and reproach which they met with. In 
London, in 1*762, one George Bell and lome others, 
through their ignorance of the operations of the hu- 
man mind, were led to conceive that every idea which 
arofe in the mind was the immediate infpiration of the 
fpirit of God. They accordingly averted, that the 
world would be deftroyed on the 28th cl February 
1*762. Mr. Wefley withftood them, both in public 
and private, in confequence of which they feparated 
from him under the care of Mr. Tho. Maxfieid, one 
of his preachers. Thefe, though the wildeft enthufiafts. 
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bear the name of Methodijls, and by their condu6t bring 
a reproach on thofe with whom they have no connec- 
tion. However Methodifm, rifing above the impru- 
dence of its friends, and the oppofition of its enemies, 
overfpread the country fo much, that in England alone 
at this day,* there are 80,913 members, and 297 
itinerants. 

II. In Ireland early in 1747* Mr. Williams, a mi- 
nifter in the Methodift connexion, went to Dublin, 
and foon formed a fmall fociety. Upon informing 
Mr. Wefley of his fuccefs, he immediately went to 
Ireland, arriving at Dublin on the 9^ Auguft. 
After preaching in different parts of that kingdon, he 
returned to England, leaving a Mr. Trembath to affift 
Mr. Williams. Soon after his return, Mr. Charles 
Wesley fet out for Ireland, and preached the golpel 
with much diligence and fuccefs. In 1748* ^ r * 
Wefley revifited that country, taking along with him 
fome itinerants, to extend their fphere of a£lion ; and 
through whofe labour the focieties were much increafed. 
Thus far they had proceeded with fome degree of peace, 
when a very violent profecution commenced, which 
laded for upwards of 3 months. A riotous mob, headed 
by a ballad-finger, and encouraged by the magiffrates, 
committed the moft defperate outrages, particularly in 
Cork, where they entered the place of their affembly, 
pulled down the preacher, tore out the windows, de- 
molifhed the pulpit, burnt the feats, fell upon men, 
women, and children, with fwords and clubs, and _ 
committed other a£ls of violence, too fhocking to name. 
Redrefs was fought for in vain ; feveral depofitions were 
laid before the grand jury, but they did not find one 
bill againft the rioters ; on the contrary, they made 
that memorable prefentment, which will be preferved 



* From the numbers given, it appears this account was 
year 1797- 
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in their records as a witnefs to fucceeding generations 
of their ignorance, injujlice , and bafenefs of heart . — “ We 
find and prefent Charles Wefley, to be a perfon of ill 
fame, a vagabond, and a common difturber of his 
majefty’s peace, and we .pray that he may be tranf- 
ported.” Nine other minifters were prefented at the 
fame time ; this encouraged the mob, wfio now fcoured 
the ftreets day and night, fhouting <c Five pounds for a 
Swaddlers head — -the name by which the Methodifts 
are chiefly diftinguiftied in Ireland, being firft given to 
a Mr. Cennick, upon his preaching from thefe words, 
<c Ye (hall find the babe wrapped in fwadling clothes, 
&c.” At the Lent aflizes, his majefty’s judge inquired 
for the perfons prefented; upon their ftanding forth, 
he was vilibly agitated and for fome time unable to 
proceed. He at length called for the evidence, on 
which the ballad-finger appeared, and after being afked 
his profeffion, the judge ordered him to withdraw. No 
other perfon appearing, he turned to the minifters, 
and faid, “ Gentlemen, there is no evidence againft 
you ; you may retire : I am very forry you have been 
treated fo very improperly. I hope the police of this 
city will be better attended to for the time to come.” 
Several circuits were now formed and meeting-houfes 
ere&ed, in every part of the kingdom. The towering 
mountains, the marfhy fens, bogs, Ike, did not impede 
their progrefs. They fought out villages and fcattered 
cottages in the province of Ulfter, &c. and pure religion 
fhed her cheering rays, fo that it might be faid 
x “ Hark! the wades have found a voice 
“ Lonely deferts now rejoice.” 

The focieties have continued to increafe fo much, that, 
in July 1797, there were in that kingdom 17,000 
members and S3 itinerants. 

III. In Scotland. At the requeft of Colonel 

Galatin, Mr. Wefley accompanied by Mr. Christo- 
pher Hopper, vifited Muifelburgh in 1751? and was 
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kindly received by many refpe&able perfons in that 
place. After preaching a few times to numerous and 
attentive congregations, he departed, leaving Mr. Hop- 
per to minifter to them. In 1753, he entered Scot- 
land again, by way of Dumfries, and was re(pe6lfully 
treated at Glafgow, by the Rev. and truly pious Dr. 
Gillies. After preaching in his church he repaired 
to Edinburgh, and patted through Haddington to 
England. Upon his next vifit, in 1757, he preached 
in the open air wherever he came. In 1761, he again 
vifted North Britain ; preached at Dundee, Aberdeen, 
fcc.and at this period had the profpe6t of many followers, 
but thefe hopes were blafted through the republication 
of one of Mr. James Harvey’s pamphlets, by a refpeft- 
able minifter of the church of Scotland, (the late Dr. 
John Erskine,) with a preface, in which he bitterly 
inveighed againft what he called the unfoundnefs of 
Mr. Wefley’s principles. Societies, however, were 
formed in Edinburgh, Glafgow, Aberdeen, Dundee, 
Invernefs, and other places. But the do£lrine and dif- 
cipline being fo contrary to the education and genius 
of the North Britons, their fuccefs has been exceeding 
fmall, and at this day is far from being adequate to the 
great expence of keeping minifters in Scotland ; there 
being only 1019 members and 15 itinerants in that 
kingdom. 

IV. The Isle of Man. Mr. Crook, a local preacher, 
vifited this illand in 1 7 7 5 » and upon the 1 Jth March 
preached hisfirft fermon in the Court-Houfe at Douglafs. 
This illand was foon after joined to the Whitehaven 
Circuit, and a conliderable fociety formed at Cajlletozvn, 
Here, as ufual, they met with fome oppolition ; the 
lifkop prohibiting ail re&ors, vicars, chaplains, and 
curates, from adminiftering the facrament to the 
preachers, or any of their hearers,* but they funnounted 
all oppofition, and formed a circuit in this illand, con- 
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fitting at prefent of 2750 members, 62 of whom are 
local preachers. 

V. The Islands of Jersey, Guernsey, and Alder- 
ney. The ifland of Jerfey was vifited by Robert Carr 
Brackenbury, Efq. a local preacher, in 1785, and in 
1786 by Mr. Adam Clarke, an itinerant, a man of 
extenfive learning, deep piety and zeal. From thence 
Mr. Brackenbury vifited Guernfey ; and, in 1787, Mr. 
Clarke went to Alderney. In Jerfey they met with 
much oppofition, the houfe in which Mr. Clarke 
preached being nearly demolilhed by the mob. At 
another time a company of rioters were headed by a 
magittrate, who pulled Mr. Clarke down from the 
pulpit with his own hands; and then caufed the drum- 
mer of the St. Aubin militia to drum him out of the 
town. Mr. Clarke, however, perfitted in his vifits and 
labours, till he at laft out-weathered the ttorm, and 
eftablifhed regular worfhip there, when even the very 
mob reverenced him. There are in thefe iflands 680 
members, and 5 itinerants. 

VI. America, — Sometime in 1763, feveral perfons, 
members of the Methodift fociety, emigrated from 
England and Ireland, and fettled in various parts of 
America. A few yeais after, two local preachers from 
Ireland began to preach the gofpei, the one at New 
York, the other in Frederick County, in Maryland, 
and had the happines to fee their labours fuccefsful. 

About this time Mr. Webb, a lieutenant in the army, 
preached at New York and Philadelphia, with great 
fuccefs. and with the aftiftance of his friends ere£led a 
chapel in New York, which was the firft belonging to 
the Methodift fociety in America. Induced by this 
fuccefs, and by an earneft defire for the falvation of 
of mankind, he and fome others wrote to Mr. Wettey, 
earneftly importuning him to fend miftionaries to that 
continent; in compliance with which requeft two were 
lent, who landed at Philadelphia in 1769, The gofpei 



36 










‘ 







continuing to fpread, in 1771, two other minifters 
were fent, and in 1773 two more. At this time they 
had on that continent near 1000 members, 6 or 7 of 
whom had become preachers. The Lord ltill continued 
to fmile on their labours, fo that in about -4 years 
afterwards, they had increafed their number of preachers 
to 40, and of members to near 7,000; befides fome 
hundreds of blacks, whofe minds the Lord opened to 
receive the gofpel. Although not united in clofe 
fellowfhip, they have fince continued to increafe, fo 
that at the laft general meeting, treld in 1794* the 
number of preachers employed therein was no lefs than 
400, exclufive of many hundred local ones ; the num- 
ber of white perfons in their fociety was 51,416 ; and 
of blacks 16,227; exclufive of the many thoufands 
who are regular attendants on their tniniftry* 

VII. The West India Islands. In 1760 Mn 
Nathaniel " Gilbert, who had heard the gofpel in 
England, but who was then refident in the iftand of 
Antigua, began a meeting of a few people in his own 
houfe on the Lord’s day, for the purpofe of exhortation 
and prayer. His endeavours being countenanced of 
God, he was encouraged to extend his fphere of a6lion; 
and (though he was in no lets a ftation than that of 
fpeaker in the houfe ofaifembly) he preached tl>e golpel 
to the blacks, in the midft of great reproach, till he 
had formed a fociety of 200 of them. About 22 years 
ago the fcattered remains of his labours were gathered 
by John Baxter, one of his majefty’s fhip-wrights, and 
a local preacher in the Methodift connexion ; who 
went to work in his majefty’s harbour at Antigua, de- 
voting his leifure hours to the miniftry of the gofpel, 
and formed a fociety of upwards of 1000 members. — In 
1786, four miflionaries bound for Nova Scotia were, 
by ft refs of weather, obliged to bear off for the Weft; 
Indies. They landed at Antigua on the 25th Decem- 
ber ; whence they vifited St. Vincent's , St. Chrijlopher’s , 
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and St. Eujlatius. In 1788, feveral more were fent to 
extend the work the Lord had fo fignally begun. They 
landed at Baibadoes on the 9th December. They alfo 
vifited ‘Nevis and Tortola . In 1789, they went to 
Jamaica , Grenada , and St. Domingo. The Methodift 
fociety have at prefent in thefe iflands 12 miffionaries, 
and near 9,000 members. 

VIII. Africa. There are alfo in Sierra Leone, 
upon the coaft of Africa, 40operfons, members of the 
Methodift fociety, of whom the greater part are blacks 
and mulattoes. 

Thus have we traced Metnodifm through its different 
ftages, in as impartial and candid a manner as poflible. 
We do not mean to fay that the founder of this fedf 
was infallible, but he certainly poffeffed more excel- 
lencies and fewer failings, than are found to accompany 
mankind in general. Some irregularities have arifen in 
different parts oi the connexion, but thefe have been 
difcountenanced, and oppofed to the utmoft bounds 
of prudence. Perhaps in nothing is this body fo de- 
ficient, as in its government ; but this imperfection is 
not of choice but neceffity, its extent being fo great, 
and the genius and education of the different countries 
fo contrary to each other, that no regular rules can be 
eftablifhed to govern the whole body, the want of 
which opens a door for difputations and contentions 
among them, as that which is approved by one circuit 
or country is exploded by another; for inftance, in 
fome places the people wifh to have the'holy facrament 
adminiftered by their own minifters in their own cha- 
pels ; for which purpofe a number of the preachers 
have, been ordained by the impofition of hands, both 
in Britain and America; but in many places both in 
England and Ireland the people incline to receive the 
facraments in the eftablifhed church. Both parties are 
indulged, as the body wifhes to become all things to all 
men, fo far as is confiftent with a good confcience. 
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Their minifters, in general, do not poffefs much li- 
terary knowledge, believing that only a divine call and 
qualification are fufficient; but they do not defpife hu- 
man learning: On the contrary they efteem it as fer- 
viceable to the congregations of the Lord ,* and feveral 
individuals among them have made confiderable pro- 
ficiency therein. 

Their minifters are, in general, men of deep piety, 
and exemplary condua. Iheir labours are unequalled 
by thofe of any other fea ; many of them travelling a 
number of miles every day, befides preaching io or 12 
times every week. 

They love the Calvinifts as members of Chrift, though 
they do not love their doarine of abfolute unconditional 
reprobation. Their charity embraces the whole human 
race; but efpecially thofe whom they believe are of 
the houfehold of faith oj every denomination , 

The members, in general, are very temperate, both 
in food and clothing : in their drefs they imitate the 
Quakers inform , though not in quality . They alfo avoid 
all places of public amufement, fuch has theatres, race- 

I courfes, ball-rooms, &c. 

Their deportment to each other is very affiaionate, 
being ready to fympathize over the diftreffed, and admi- 
nifter to their wants. This has fubjeaed them to the 
impofition of defigning perlons, as it is only needful to 
adopt the name ot a Methodift to infure relief from that 
generous body. 

In the large focieties, in London, Leeds, Man- 
chefter, kc. they have perfons appointed, whom they 
judge the beft qualified, to vifit and inftrua the fick^ 
and pray with them ; not only of their own but oi 
other focieties, where they can obtain admifiion , and 
have different funds inftituted for fupplying theii 
wants. 

Their unwearied exertions for the public good have 
a juft claim uoon our commendation, while their num- 
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ber and deportment entitles them to refpeft. The 
whole body at prefent confifts of about 165,000 mem- 
bers, a confiderable number of whom have been re- 
claimed from the moll vicious courfe of life, but now, 
in general, adorn the gofpel of Chrift, 

Thofe who wifh to be more fully informed of their 
hiftory and cuftoms, may confult Mr. Wesley’s Jour - 
nals and other writings ; or his Life by Dr. Coke and 
H. More. Their doarines will be found impartially 
handled in the works of the late Rev. John Fletcher, 
vicar of Madely. 
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